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co-operators or do not adopt swadeshi or the white khadi cap which
has become its symbol. We must not be irritated against them
even if they side with the Government on every occasion. We have
to make them ours by right of loving service. This is the necessity
of our situation. The alternative is a civil war. And a civil war,
with a third power only too happy to consolidate itself by siding
now with the one and then with the other, must be held an impos-
sibility for the near future.

And what is true of the smaller communities is also true of
the co-operators. We must not be impatient with or intolerant to
them. We are bound to recognize their freedom to co-operate
with the Government if we claim the freedom to non-co-operate.
What would we have felt if we were in a minority and the co-ope-
rators being in a majority had used violence against us? Non-
co-operation cum non-violence is the most expeditious method
known to the world of winning over opponents. And our strug-
gle consists in winning opponents including Englishmen over to
our side. We can only do so by being free from ill will against
the weakest or the strongest of them. And this we can only do by
being prepared to die for the faith within us and not by killing
those who do not see the truth we enunciate.

J am,
Tour faithful comrade,

M. K. GANDHI
Young India, 24-11-1921

207.   NOTES
Ol FOR SHAUKAT ALI
During these days of great trial for me, I have felt the gravest
need of Maulana Shaukat Ali by my side. I can wield no in-
fluence over the Mussulmans except through a Mussulman. There
are many stalwart and good Mussulmans I know. But no Mussul-
man knows me through and through as Shaukat Ali does. Now I
feel that I have to represent him and -to speak to the Mussulmans
things I used always to reserve for him. I observe that one of my
appeals has already been misinterpreted. If Maulana Shaukat
Ali was by me, I would not perhaps have needed to write the para-
graph relating specially to Mussulmans. Probably if he was in Bom-
bay on the 17th, the disturbance would not have occurred at all.
Many things could have been prevented. Indeed on the 17th if